
KNIGHTS’ NEWS 

Highlighted Pope/Saint (St. Mark): 
 

Much of what we know about St. Mark, the au-
thor of the Second Gospel, comes largely from 
the New Testament and early Christian tradi-
tions. Mark the Evangelist is believed to be the 
'John Mark' referred to in the Acts of the Apos-
tles.  
 
He was the son of Mary of Jerusalem, whose 
home became a meeting place for the apostles. 
He is also the cousin of St. Barnabas, a Levite 
and a Cypriot.  
 
Mark also held a close relationship with St. Peter, 
who referred to Mark has 'his son.’ Mark may not 
have personally heard the Lord speak and was 
not one of the twelve apostles. However, some 
believe Mark was likely speaking of himself when 
he wrote the description of Jesus' arrest where 
he described a young man following Jesus.  
 
Mark's Gospel was probably written between 60 
and 70 A.D., and was based upon the teachings 
of St. Peter. It is believed Mark provided both 
Luke and Matthew with basic sources for their 
Gospel's.  
 
St. Mark's symbol is a winged lion and he is often 
depicted as writing or holding his Gospel.  
 

Click here to watch a video about him.   
 

Highlighted Bible Verse: 
 
“For I know the plans I have for you.” says the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you. 
Plans to give you future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 
29:11 

Highlighted Song: 
 
Old Church Choir, by Zach Williams 
 

Click here to watch video.  

Grand Knight’s Message 
 

Brother Knights, Be Not Afraid.  

This seminal message from Saint Pope John Paul II is 
worth reflecting on as we approach a society that is trying 
to re-order itself safely in a post-pandemic environment. 
Fear Not is said to be repeated 365 times in the Bible in 
some form. Why does God want to communicate this 
message to us? Why is it so important that it is so often 
repeated? 

Fear itself is a natural instinctive and biologic response 
that humans have as basic equipment for self-
preservation. Ignoring the signals of fear can place you in 
actual physical danger. It can be life threatening! 

Fear can also be paralyzing. Recent figures suggest that 
40 million adults suffer from anxiety disorders. It is real 
and extensive within our society. Even “minor” or non-
disordered fears hold us back from reaching our potential. 
We’ve all had those internal conversations: I should ask 
for a raise. I’m a good employee and perform my job well. 
However, I know the company is struggling. OR I know 
there are younger people in the company that might 
accept less money for my job. Of course, we should 
always consider all factors. But I believe we should turn 
back to the message so often repeated in the Bible and 
ask if fear is the best response. Are we holding ourselves 
back from having an impactful life? A life filled with 
purpose. 

I write this after attending our volunteer night at the Point 
in Parkesburg. There was real joy in serving the children 
dinner. There was real fellowship in coming together for 
this purpose. We can connect with each other now. We 
need to connect with each other. 

Service to others is what will allow us to conquer these 
fears of today. Not to throw caution to the wind, but to act 
out our purposeful life in a meaningful and responsible 
way. 

Mathew 16:25 for whoever wants to save their life will 

lose it, but whoever loses their life for Me will find it. 

Pope Saint John Paul II:  “Do not be afraid, open wide the 
doors to Christ!” 

Vivat Jesus!  Bernie Hughes, Grand Knight 

 

 

TO KNOW JESUS, TO LOVE JESUS, TO SERVE JESUS 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Hek-xU96So&list=PLdSm8Th-dr8tgsdEs2DqJr6QQpNGtthUV&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOEviTLJOqo


Chaplain’s Message 
 

 
Dear Brother Knights, 
 
Pope St. Paul VI said that “The Church’s devotion to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary is intrinsic to Christian worship.”  Christians have 

honored her from the very beginning, fulfilling the prophecy that 

she made at the time of her Visitation to her cousin Elizabeth: 

“from this day all generations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:48).  

One of the best ways we honor Mary is when we address her as 

“Mother of God,” because in doing so we give even greater hon-

or to her Son.  It is a double praise and confession of faith. 

Who is greater, the Mother, or the Son who was conceived in her 

by the Holy Spirit?  The Son, of course, is greater – infinitely 

greater – because he is the Son of God.  He is divine and worthy 

of all worship.  Mary was a creature, but the world was created 

by her Son. “For in him all things were created in heaven and on 

earth” (Colossians 1:16).  “All things came to be through him, 

and without him nothing came to be” (John 1:3).  The Son of God received his humanity from Mary, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  The creature gave birth to God. 

Mary was chosen to receive the greatest honor that any human being could ever receive.  Since she was 

so honored, those who are disciples of her Son must honor her as well, especially when they consider that 

Jesus gave her as a gift to them.  As he hung on the Cross he said to Mary, “Woman, behold your son” 

and to the beloved disciple, “Behold your Mother.”  “And from that hour the disciple her took her into his 

home” (John 19:27).  Let us also, especially in this month of Mary, take her into our homes. 

Your Chaplain and brother in Christ,  
Father Scott D. Brockton 

 

Affordable Protection for Catholic Families 
 

In addition to the services the Knights of Columbus provides to all of us as 
Knights, they also offer a  portfolio of top-quality products to us and our eligible 
family members. 

 

 Permanent Life Insurance 

 Term Life Insurance 

 Retirement Annuities 

 Long-Term Care Insurance 

 Disability Income Insurance  

 

To learn more or to have a conversation contact Dan Andrews  

@ 717.572.6781  Daniel.Andrews@kofc.org   
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During the 2019/20 fraternal year running August 2019 through June 2020 St. 

Pius X Council 3858 was awarded the “Star Council Award” from the Supreme 

Council of the Knights of Columbus. This recognition is given to overachieving 

councils that have met or exceed published goals. 

Star Awards recognize outstanding achievement in membership, insurance, pro-

gramming, and overall operations. Earning a Star Award is the marker of a high 

preforming Knights of Columbus unit and the goal to which every council, dis-

trict, and assembly should strive. During the fraternal year 2019/20 our local 

council was led by Grand Knight John LaFemina.  

The published criteria to qualify for the Star Council Award is programming as 

defined by active participation in Faith, Family, Community and Life. Through 

Grand Knight LaFemina’s leadership our council participated in fund raising ac-

tivities through Oktoberfest, Bingo, Senior Citizens Dinner, and the annual 

Christmas Basket program. Our council also supported ABVM scholarships, 

Right to Life initiatives and a Lenten Fish Fry, all with the goal to raise funds for 

parish and community causes. 

Mr. LeFemina is quick to attribute the success of the council to its outstanding 

board and active participation from council members. For example, our Finan-

cial Secretary is responsible to submit the required documentation to the 

Knights of Columbus Supreme Council to qualify for the Star Council Award. St. 

Pius X Council 3858 was fortunate to have nine new ABVM parishioners join our 

council in 2019. In addition, we had fourteen Brother Knights advance from ei-

ther first or second degree to third degree status via the new online exemplifica-

tion. 

As with many events and programs in 2020 Covid 19 forced our council to make 

changes to stay in compliance with local and regional heath protocols. In fact, 

we still offer online participation for monthly council meetings for those brothers 

who cannot attend in person. Although Covid 19 has not gone away it is clear 

that the leadership provided by Past Grand Knight LaFemina was crucial to its 

success in achieving the coveted Star Council Award for 2019/20. 

Congratulations to our Knight’s of Columbus! 
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Happy Birthday Knights! 
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For through  wisdom your 

days will be many and years 

will be added to your life.  

Proverbs 9:11 

Knights Resources 
 

Knight of Columbus:  

www.kofc.org/en/ 

 

Assumption of the Blessed        

Virgin Mary Parish:  

www.assumptionbvmwestgrove.

org                              

 

Knight Line: 

http://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/

knightline/special-edition/index.html  

Knights Gear:  

www.knightsgear.com/ 

May birthdays: 

June birthdays: 

Scott Brockson 5/8/1964 58 

Denis Byrne 5/28/1941 80 

Michael Conner 5/15/1961 60 

Tom Cooney 5/13/1962 59 

Paul Crowley 5/6/1961 61 

Jose Diaz 5/2/1933 89 

Gerald Diguiseppe 5/1/1943 79 

Bruce DiVincenzo 5/29/1952 69 

Charles Gambino 5/12/1942 79 

Steven Gempp 5/13/1968 53 

Michael Jones 5/24/1985 36 

James Lyons 5/6/1993 29 

Jason Lyons 5/25/1996 25 

Bruce Michalski 5/3/1955 67 

Brian Mount 5/4/1984 38 

Carl Nardi 5/8/1937 85 

Rainer Naus 5/13/1939 82 

    

Michael O'Donnell 5/10/1952 70 

Kenneth Van Golen 5/13/1964 57 

William Angeny 6/14/1941 80 

David Besselman 6/7/1941 80 

Daniel Boxler 6/22/1955 66 

Michael Bruecks 6/5/1965 56 

Edward Cousineau 6/6/1961 60 

Robert Eastwood 6/6/1940 81 

Joseph Fick 6/15/1961 60 

Richard Forte 6/23/1946 75 

Gildo Guizzetti 6/1/1931 90 

Paul Hoffman 6/17/1966 55 

Steven Mc Manus 6/17/1978 43 

William Methlie 6/26/1969 52 

Sean Moran 6/3/1993 28 

Joseph Nangle 6/28/1949 72 

Michael Riordan 6/7/1971 50 

Peter Rizzotte 6/3/1942 79 

Dennis Shannon 6/1/1943 78 

    

http://www.kofc.org/en/
http://assumptionbvmwestgrove.org/
http://assumptionbvmwestgrove.org/
http://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/index.html
http://www.knightsgear.com/


Who we are as Knights of Columbus? 

Pius X Council # 3858, we take pride in serving, help-
ing, and supporting our local community through As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in West 
Grove.  

Please  contact one of the  following Knights for more 
information on how get involved. All ideas are                 
welcomed and appreciated! 

                                                              

                      

            Charity - Our Catholic faith teaches us to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”  
            Members of the Knights of Columbus show love for their neighbors by                     
            conducting food drives and donating the food to local soup kitchens and  
            food pantries, by volunteering at Special Olympics, and by supporting, both 
spiritually and materially, mothers who choose life for their babies. Knights recognize that our mission, and our 
faith in God, compels us to action. There is no better way to experience love and compassion than by helping 
those in need, a call we answer every day. 
 

Unity - None of us is as good as all of us. Members of the Knights of Columbus all know that together - we can 
accomplish far more than any of us could individually. So we stick together… we support one another. That 
doesn't mean that we always agree or that there is never a difference of opinion. It does mean that - as a Knight 
of Columbus - you can count on the support and encouragement of your brother Knights as you work to make life 
better in your parish and community. 
 

Fraternity - Venerable Michael J. McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus, in large part, to provide                        
assistance to the widows and children left behind when the family breadwinner died - often prematurely. The             
Order’s top-rated insurance program continues to do this today, as do the good works of individual Knights, who 
gave more than 73.5 million service hours in 2015, illustrating how Catholics serve each other in fraternity and 
mercy.  
 

Patriotism - Members of the Knights of Columbus, be they Americans, Canadians, Mexicans, Cubans, Filipinos, 
Poles or Dominicans, are patriotic citizens. We are proud of our devotion to God and country, and believe in 
standing up for both. Whether it’s in public or private, the Knights remind the world that Catholics support their 
nations and are amongst the greatest citizens.  
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Grand Knight Bernie Hughes brh3rd@verizon.net 

Deputy GK Tony Umlah Tumlah@mannpak.com  

Financial Secretary Walt Northrup walt_northrup@verizon.net 

Treasurer Dave Loeffler dsloeffler@verizon.net 

Recorder Jason Chapman j.chapman43@gmail.com 

Advocate Phil Donohoe onordinarytime@yahoo.com 

Warden Frank Puoci frankpuoci@yahoo.com 

Inspired by the Apostolic Exhortation for Catholic men written by Bishop Olmsted of Phoenix, the Knights of Colum-
bus produced a video series which seeks to answer the question of what it means to be a man and how to live as a 
man in today's world.  

Click on the link below to learn more and participate in this exciting program: Click Here 

mailto:Tumlah@mannpak.com

